INTRODUCTION
Very little systematic observation has been made upon the courtship and aggressive behaviour of hares and rabbits, although the spring "madness" of the former is well known. The observations reported in this paper, though not as systematic as could be wished, are yet drawn from a threeyear intensive study (I939-I942) of a population of wild rabbits, Oryctolagus cuniculus (L.), at a warren near Oxford. The main purpose of the investigation was to trace the rates of productivity and mortality in a rabbit population over the three years, and for this end a technique of live-trapping and marking with numbered ear discs or tags was evolved (for details see SOUTHERN, 1940) . These numbers were large enough to be identified with a telescope from an observation post on the margin of the field containing the warren, and this observation post could be entered and left without disturbing the rabbits. Thus from periodic sight counts it was possible to keep track of the rate at which marked animals disappeared from the population without having to resort to intensive retrapping. Under these circumstances it was possible to make a continuous series of observations on a population of which a general level of 40-50 % was marked and could be distinguished individually. In this way the behaviour of an individual could be compared from day to day and from month to month, and since each sex was marked on different ears, it was possible to tell the sex of an animal at a glance, even if it was not possible to identify the number of the disc.
The distribution of hours spent watching this warren is shown in table 1. The concentration of watching during the spring and summer months was not because this was thought to be the most interesting period. In fact it seems likely that the winter would prove quite as interesting, but during this time there is far less need for the rabbits to come out in the daytime. Consequently many of the periods spent in winter watching were either negative or only slightly productive.
In general it was found difficult to correlate intense daylight activity with any special factor, so that much time was spent fruitlessly. When rabbits were active in the early morning, observations at this time gave excellent results; in the evening particularly interesting sequences of behaviour often became obscured by the fading light. Figures from the first Table i Seasonal Distribution of Observations 1939-41. (Figures are total hours of observation) year's observations (see SOUTHERN, 1940) showed that during a period of normal activity some 30 % of the population was usually above ground, and on less frequent occasions, such as just before a thunderstorm, when they were all feeding hard, this proportion might be increased. This shows that there was ample opportunity for observing the social system that operated at this warren. During these periods of watching the main object was to make as many ear-tag identifications as possible, so that only part of the time could be spent on following out sequences of behaviour. Another obstacle especially during the spring and summer was the rapid growth of the ground vegetation. This had to be cut periodically and the observation post finally chosen was situated some 30 ft. up a tree.
